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Commission Meeting Minutes

June 14, 2011

Mayor Stark called the Commission Meeting of June 14, 2011 to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Oakland Meeting Hall.   After the Pledge of Allegiance, Commissioner Welch gave the Invocation.  

Roll Call

	Commission
	Staff

	Mayor Stark
	Dennis Foltz, Town Manager

	Vice Mayor Satterfield
	Linda Balsavage, Town Clerk

	Commissioner McMullen
	J. Edwin Mills, Attorney

	Commissioner Phipps
	Roland Magyar, Planning Director

	Commissioner Welch
	Steve Thomas, Police Chief

	
	Larry Roberts, Town Engineer

	
	Bernadette Dubuss, Deputy Clerk

	
	Marcia Cason, OACS Principal


Also Present:

Per Sign in Sheet
Ethics Questions

Clerk Balsavage asked the Commissioners the three (3) ethics questions regarding conflict of interest, receipt of gifts, and within the past three (3) months, ex parte communications regarding issues coming before the Commission.  Each Commissioner answered “NO” to all here (3) ethics questions.

Approval of Minutes
The Town Commission considered the May 24, 2011 Meeting Minutes as written

MOTION made by Vice Mayor Satterfield and Seconded by Commissioner Phipps to approve the Town Commission Meeting Minutes of May 24, 2011 as written.   APPROVED (5-0)

Presentation/Ceremonial
Mayor Stark stated the Habitat for Humanity home was built for a wounded warrior, Sgt. Major Corcoran.  The Sergeant presented an authentic Home at Last flag to the Town.  This flag was flown in Iraq.    The flag will be in a place of honor in the municipal complex.
Mayor Stark then reported that R.L. Lewis, one of the Highwaymen was present at the recent AAA function.  He is one of the original itinerant artists who painted scenes of Florida and sold them on the highways.  There were probably about fifteen original highwaymen.  There are only about a handful left.  R.L. Lewis took photo of  historic Town Hall provided to him by Commissioner Phipps and painted it.  He wrote a very touching inscription on the back of the painting.  
Commissioner Phipps informed the Commissioners that Mr. Lewis is creating a calendar that will be available for Heritage Day.  This picture was one of the four photos she gave him.  

Commissioner McMullen said he would like to see more art in our town.  

Mayor Stark added – Isaac Knight, one of the Highwaymen, was there, too.

Manager Foltz said he believes they display art in Satellite Beach and Ponce Inlet city halls.

Vice Mayor Satterfield said they were placed there permanently on loan.  

Mayor Stark commented – but they are for sale.

Commissioner Phipps said she would like to keep the Highwaymen in mind if we decide to do murals on the water tower.  They have a way of doing things that is very significant and different.  

Mayor Stark would like the painting of historic Town Hall hung in an area where people will see it.  
Public Forum

Mayor Stark asked if anyone wanted to speak on anything not on the agenda.  Hearing no comments from the public, the public forum portion of the meeting was closed.

Public Hearing:  Ordinance 2011-1 entitled:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF OAKLAND, FLORIDA, VACATING AN EXISTING PARK; DEDICATING NEW LAND AS THE REPLACEMENT PARK; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICT, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF June 14, 2011

Vice Mayor Satterfield offered a motion to approve the ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Welch.  Approved (5-0).  Mayor Stark then opened the public hearing on the ordinance.
Planning Director Magyar explained this is the second reading of the ordinance.  This will allow us to move forward with        the land swap with Habitat for Humanity.  
Hearing no comments or questions from the public, the Mayor closed the public hearing and asked for a vote from the Commissioners on the adoption of the ordinance.  Approved (5-0)

Other Policy Matters

a.  Swale Plan Discussion 
Engineer Roberts gave a slide presentation of the proposed Swale Plan which was discussed earlier during the Goals Workshop.   He explained that historic Oakland has a number of drainage problems.  The citizens have formally expressed they like the dirt streets.  The dirt streets are maintenance intensive, and there are a number of drainage issues that go along with them.  It does, however, keep down the price of the homes when they are new.  However, as people live in their homes, they want to see a higher performance from the drainage system.  The biggest challenge of all is that the homeowners want the convenience of underground drainage.   People don’t like swales.  A substantial portion of our drainage goes to Lake Apopka.  
The Engineer explained the various drainage possibilities and the costs associated with each.  He then referenced a photo on display which clearly showed two distinct sides of a town street, one side with a swale and one without.  The photo was taken after an extensive rainstorm.  It was quite obvious that the side of the street containing the swale showed no evidence of flooding, while the other side was obviously flooded.  

Engineer Roberts then referenced the slide on display which depicted the specifications for construction of a swale.  He recommended utilizing concrete pipe under driveways as opposed to plastic because of its durability.  The Engineer explained that the town would replace any driveways or grassy areas disturbed by the construction of the swales.   He explained that several questions would require input and decisions by the Commissioners, particularly as to the type of grass desired.  He then asked the Commissioners to look at how their neighbors plant and maintain their yards.  
Commissioner Phipps said there are some really good examples out there of indigenous grasses that are doing really well.  

Mayor Stark asked if there was a map showing where we are going to be doing this work.
The Engineer replied – not at this time.  He is not recommending the town get into the turf business.  We need to be in the erosion control business.  
Manager Foltz asked if the treatment of the grass with fertilizers, pesticides, etc. affects the efficacy of what we are trying to achieve vis-à-vis both containment and treatment of water before it reaches Lake Apopka.
Engineer Roberts said that is a consideration.  He would recommend the contractor put in a little bit of fertilizer to get things going.  He referenced the proposed method of getting water to the newly planted trees to help them become established.  

Commissioner Phipps asked the Engineer, when the Commission discusses this subject again, to please address the sidewalks.  

The Engineer replied there are a few sidewalks.  They would be a customized design.  

Commissioner Phipps replied – we have to address how we deal with the sidewalks – where they are already and where we should have them.  With the new developments, she thought there was some connectivity.  For instance, she would love to see sidewalks on Tubb Street.  She would also like to discuss how we can incorporate sidewalks where the Commission feels they are necessary.  

Mayor Stark asked – in the short term, if we are going to disrupt someone’s sidewalk, what are going to do about it?

The Engineer explained his philosophy on sidewalks and connecting them to the trail.  In addition, we would need to address ‘walking generators’ such as the School and parks.
Commissioner Phipps added – I just don’t want to do it piecemeal.  

b. Puzzle Run special event fee waiver request

Planning Director Magyar informed the Commissioners that Miss Lively couldn’t be here this evening because of a family matter.  She has requested a waiver of the $250 permit fee.  The event is scheduled for September 3 and will benefit the Autism Society of Greater Orlando.  The Commissioners did waive the fee last year.  

The Mayor asked for a consensus from the Commissioners on the request for the fee waiver.   Approved (5-0)

c. Update on Opting-Out of the Local Septic Tank Inspection (Larry)
Engineer Roberts explained that the legislation which would have required the municipality to either adopt a local Septic Tank Inspection Ordinance or opt out of the program, died in the legislature on May 5, 2011.  Therefore, the municipality is not required to take any action.  

TOWN MANAGER REPORTS
Town Manager Foltz stated, as part of the package for the Police Chief’s contract, the town agreed to provide participation in the International City Manager’s Compensation Program.  We received a communication today from ICMA stating the municipality must adopt a resolution to allow the Chief to participate in the deferred compensation plan.  It was agreed to place the resolution on the agenda for the June 28 meeting.
Town Engineer Roberts

The Engineer reported the water tank has been painted.  However, we continue to operate on the tank at ABC Bus.  It has been a very stressful two weeks.  The higher pressure loosened a lot of material in the older lines.  

Planning Director Magyar

Planning Director Magyar reported the bids came back on the demolition of the condemned houses.  They ranged from $17,500 to $29,000.  We will have a contract by early next week.  By the beginning of July, we should see those four houses come down.  This does not require Commission approval since it is budgeted.  The contract can be signed by the Town Manager.
Mayor Stark asked – are getting the land on these?

Planning Director Magyar replied – on one we will.  On the others, we are just going to lien.  Our Attorney is handling the matter.

Mayor Stark said the Commission will come back when we have that piece of land and make a recommendation on what we want to do with it.  

Principal Cason

The Principal reported the Charter School had received its FCAT scores.  75% of the 5th graders are at or above level in science.  The state average is 50%.  We were the highest of all the charter schools in Orange County.  The relationship between the Nature Preserve and the teachers has really made a difference that can be documented.  We did really well in writing, but we went down a little in math.  
Commissioner Phipps thanked the principal for a job well done.  

Police Chief

Chief Thomas reported that Miss Rosser has put together the first meeting with the Historic Town area Neighborhood Watch.  It will be next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. You are all invited.  He will be there to update the participants in the crime trends, etc. 
Manager Foltz said we should notice that meeting in the event more than one Commissioner is in attendance 

The Chief then indicated the new signs have been ordered.  This will be an improvement to the appearance of the road signs throughout town.  

.Town Manager
The Manager reported our property appraisals are down by about 5%, which will affect revenue in the 2012 Budget.  Revenues this year (2011) are up more than anticipated.  We are getting prepared for the 2010 audit.  

He then informed the Commissioners he will not be here for the meeting of June 28.  

Mayor Stark questioned the advisability of holding the public hearing on the Outdoor Display Ordinance since the Manager will not be present.  

Vice Mayor Satterfield felt the Commission had put it off so many times that we need to move forward.  

It was decided the Town Manager will evaluate the efficacy of holding the meeting and will report back to the Mayor 
Manager Foltz reported the Coalition of Churches met last Monday.  With regard to the Community Garden, Mike Mullen is doing a wonderful job.  It is moving along.  As far as the town’s participation, we will put the water in and provide land clearing and grading. We will probably have to do a pad for a porta potty and a pad for some garbage cans.  
The Manager then reported he has designated Bernadette Dubuss the Deputy Clerk so she has authority to take and sign the minutes.  

Mayor and Commission Reports

Commissioner McMullen thanked the Commissioners for their support of the Triple-A Festival and said they will go forward with doing it again next year.  

Commissioner Phipps reported she had attended a convention in St. Augustine.  On September 24, Oakland is having a Festival with St. John’s Water Authority.  We might get some credits for this.  She thinks it will be a good partnership.  
The Commissioner received a call from the Turnpike Authority.  We are going to receive some new ONP signs on Route 50.  That is a good thing.  
Vince Mayor Satterfield commented that we just said farewell to another set of fifth-graders.  He thanked the teacher for another great year and a marvelous job.  

Commissioner Welch said he had nothing to add at this time.

The Mayor said she had a lot of fun in the last two weeks between the Habitat for Humanity event and the AAA event.  

Having no further business and without objection, Commissioner McMullen adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled Board meeting on June 28, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. at the Oakland Meeting Hall.
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Bernadette M. Dubuss, Deputy Clerk


Kathy Stark, Mayor
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