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Update from Oakland Police Department
MEMO FROM OUR CHIEF
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First of all I want to thank the selection committee, Town Manager and the Commission for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Town of Oakland’s Chief of Police. I also want to thank the scores of residents and others that I have met since my arrival. Oakland is a very unique place and I look forward to helping to keeping it safe and secure for all of those who live, work and visit here.

I have worked in law enforcement for over 32 years. Eleven of those have been as a chief. My objective is to use the experience that I have gained to help make the Oakland Police Department one in which the residents have both confidence and pride. Working hand in hand with the community is an essential component of any successful law enforcement agency. Providing a level of law enforcement services that you expect and deserve will be our goal.
In the coming weeks and months, I am going to be meeting with the Town’s Commissioners, residents, business owners, home owners associations and other organizations to get an idea of the issues and concerns that may exist. I will also be soliciting suggestions. After that we will put together a plan to move the agency forward.
On February 22, I had the pleasure of swearing in five reserve officers. On that night we welcomed Officer Paul Bennett, Bradley Corbitt, Kenneth Nieves, Aaron Stover and Robert Singer to the department. These reserve officers play an important role in the safety and security of our town. We welcome them and thank them for their willingness to serve this community.
While Oakland is a safe place to live, we are not immune from the criminal element. I would ask everyone to please keep your homes locked when you are at work or away for any reason. Always lock your car doors, even in your driveways and never leave valuables in your car. These small precautions are often what prevent you from being a victim.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the police department, please feel free to contact me at (407)656-9797 or you can reach me by e-mail at sthomas@oaklandpd.com. 
IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY
Resident safety is the Oakland Police Department’s top priority and we would like to serve our residents in a fast and efficient manner. In case you have an emergency please call 911. If you do not have an emergency but would like a police officer dispatched, please dial (407) 836-HELP (4357). 
Congratulations
Congratulations to Officer Angela Campbell of the Oakland Police Department for receiving the Crisis Intervention Team’s Officer of the Year award.
TELEPHONE CALLS TO THE POLICE DEPT.

The Town wishes to apologize to any citizen who has recently tried to contact the Police Department for a non-emergency situation through the 407-656-9797 telephone number.  We were not aware that, due to a storm-caused electrical problem, the number has not been responding.  If you call the Police Department number and do not get an answer, please call Town Hall at 407-656-1117. Of course, for emergencies, always CALL 911.
Update from Town Hall:

WATERING DAY REMINDER:
Residents: The Town of Oakland will resume its original two day watering schedule on Sunday, March 13th. Watering Times are from12:01 a.m. – 10a.m. and 4 p.m. – Midnight. There should be no watering on any day between the hours of 10a.m. to 4p.m.

Zone 1 - Johns Landing subdivision including South Remington Road and Sunoco. Excluding Largovista Dr and Orionvista Way [Wednesday & Saturday]
Zone 2 - Old Town streets including Oakland Pointe, Southern Oaks, Winter’s Landing Subdivisions and commercial properties north of SR 50. Included, Largovista Dr and Orionvista Way [Friday & Monday]
Zone 3 - Oakland Nature Preserve, Johns Cove and Trailside subdivisions the remaining westerly portions of the Town to the Lake County Line. [Sunday & Thursday]

Water Bill Payments
Residents, as a reminder, ALL water bill payments are due on or before the 10th day of every month. The town will administer a late fee to all payments received after the 10th. On the 21st day of every month the Town of Oakland will disconnect water to ALL properties that have an outstanding balance. The Town understands that emergencies come up and in most cases are willing to make an exception. However, if you need an extension or need to make a payment arrangement, we ask that you do so on or before the 10th day of the month.

SPRING FEVER IN THE GARDEN
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Bloom & Grow Garden Society is proud to present its 11th Annual Spring Fever in the Garden. This event will take place in Historic Downtown Winter Garden on Saturday, April 9th from 9am-5pm and on Sunday, April 10th from 11am-4pm. 

Many vendors will be selling flowers, plants, gardening supplies and nature & wildlife art. 2011 festival shirts and posters will also be available.

For more information go to www.springfeveringarden.com 

WASTE mANAGEMENT REMINDER

Waste Management is contracted with the Town of Oakland to pick up your garbage, yard waste and recyclables.  If the materials do not meet the required standards, Waste Management reserves the right to decline pick-up. Here are some helpful tips for garbage collection

· Have all materials placed curbside the night before, no later than 7am on collection day.
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Garbage cans or bags should be 50lbs or less

· Yard Waste may be in garbage cans, plastic bags or tied in bundles 5 feet in length and weighting 50lbs or less

If you have questions about the items that Waste Management is able to pick up, or need more information about Waste Management procedures, please contact Kiana Carter at the Town Hall.
Golf Cart Registration
Oakland permits the use of standard manufactured golf carts on Town Streets. The ordinance requires that all golf carts must be inspected and registered by the Oakland Police Department. Operators must be 14 years old or older and a registration sticker  must be visible on the cart.  Registration is $12. This fee is not prorated during the year. A local fine of $25 will be imposed on users of unregistered golf carts. 
HEALTH CARE ASSISTANCE

Many families in Orange County and elsewhere are without health insurance and can’t afford to visit their doctor regularly or get the health care they need. There is help.

The Orange Primary Access Coordination Team is part of free community program to link people without health insurance to the care they need.

OPACT meets every Thursday in the Historic Town Hall from 9am- 3pm. Their team consists of a Registered Nurse and an Eligibility Specialist that would love to help our residents without health insurance qualify for insurance programs, and link them to a health care provider.
Update from Oakland Nature Preserve
The Eagle Lady to Give Lecture at ONP
Doris Mager, popularly known as the Eagle Lady will be giving a presentation on Saturday March 12 at 11:00 a.m. at the Oakland Nature Preserve. She will have her eagles, owls and the ever-popular Cara, the CaraCara with her. There is no charge for the class, so bring the whole family out for a great day of fun and learning.
AFTER SCHOOL SCIENCE CLUB

The Oakland Nature Preserve is offering a new semester for the After School Science Club. The program began the week of February 1 and will go through the week of May 5. Classes are being offered on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 4:00 P.M. until 5:30 P.M.  The Club is open to students from kindergarten through fifth grade and will focus on environmental education with hands on science.  Cost for the semester is $50 
Update from Oakland Coalition of Churches

OAKLAND AVE CLEAN-UP

The Oakland Coalition of Churches and the Town of Oakland will be conducting their annual Oakland Avenue Cleanup on Saturday, March 19.  Any citizen is welcome to join us at 8 a.m. at the Town Maintenance building on East Gulley Street.  
DINNER IS SERVED
Everyone’s Welcome: Pastor Darrell Johnson of St. Paul Missionary Baptist would like to invite all Oakland’s residents out for dinner on the first Sunday of every month. Beginning February 6th, 2011 St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church will be serving a free soup and spaghetti dinner every Sunday from 2:00pm to 5:30 pm. Stop by. They would love to see you there.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Town of Oakland is in the planning stages of the Community Garden and is still accepting suggestions and seeking input from our residents. If you are interested in getting involved with the community Garden or would like more information please contact Kiana Carter at (407)656-1117 Ext 10
LET YOUR GAS TAKE YOU FARTHER
With gasoline prices on the rise, here are a few way to save money by using less gas.
Don't overbuy-Unless your owner's manual says you must use a higher grade, buy regular gasoline. Costlier high-octane gas does not improve the performance of your vehicle.

Remove trunk junk-Many people use their car trunk as an extra household closet. Eliminate that weight and see your mileage rise 2 percent for each 100 pounds taken out of the trunk. And avoid carrying large items on the roof of the vehicle, which can cut mileage 5 percent.

Tune it up-A poorly tuned engine can increase fuel consumption 4 percent, and fixing a faulty oxygen sensor could improve mileage 40 percent. Savings: 8 to 80 cents per gallon. Also, replace air and oil filters. 

Update from Oakland Avenue Charter School
 ENROLLMENT TIME
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Oakland Avenue Charter School will begin enrolling and re-enrolling students in the month of February. Oakland Avenue is a Florida “A” rated public school, offering character education to children grades K-5. Once the Returning Student Deadline has passed, all remaining seats will be filled in the following preference order:
· Siblings of returning Oakland resident students 

· Siblings of returning non-Oakland resident students (Orange County, Lake County, Winter Garden, etc.) 

· New Oakland resident students 

· New non-Oakland resident students (Orange County, Winter Garden, etc.) 

ENROLLMENT FORMS MAY BE FOUND ON THE SCHOOL LINK ON THE TOWN’S WEB PAGE WWW.OAKAVECS.COM 

OR PICKED UP AT THE SCHOOL OR TOWN HALL. FOR MORE INFO. CALL (407)877-2039     
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS

Daylight savings begin on Sunday March 13. Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward one hour.
CHILDREN AT PLAY
[image: image13.wmf]
Residents: Speeding has increasingly become a problem in Oakland. Please reduce your speed to 25mph on paved/15 mph on dirt residential roads unless otherwise posted. Always watch for children.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7.png]









